trial records of all Allied post-war trials of Italian war crimes suspects and collected commentaries, in 1-3: THE COMPLETE RECORDS OF BRITISH MILITARY TRIALS OF ITALIAN SUSPECTED WAR CRIMINALS, 1945 -1947 4 dants in all of the cases and 29 (36 percent) were found not guilty. Of the 52 found guilty, 5 1 saw their convictions confirmed upon review. Eight of these were condemned to death; two were duly executed, but the sentences of four were commuted to life imprisonment. The other two condemned saw their sentences commuted to seven and 15 years' imprisonment, respectively.
The trials were conducted in nine Italian locations, with British (or, rarely, Commonwealth) members of the court and prosecutors, and defense attorneys who were for the most part Italian civilian lawyers; occasionally, however, defendants were represented only by British military personnel, which included barristers, solicitors, and sometimes an officer "not legally qualified." Translators and interpreters were provided in all cases, a substantial number of whom were Italian civilians.
The accused were arraigned immediately before the start of the trial. The average length of trial was two and half days, with the shortest one day and the longest about 12 days. The latter was especially complex, since it involved 11 defendants, nine Italians, and two Germans. That case, however, involved only one victim.
The trials began with the highest ranking of the accused in custody: General Nicola Bellomo. Bellomo ironically was a non-Fascist, but he had been accused of killing a British prisoner of war and wounding his companion, both of whom had been recaptured after escaping from the prisoner of war camp within Bellomo's command. From the evidence it was quite clear that Bellomo had been enraged when he demanded that the prisoners show him their point of escape in a remote stretch of fencing. What is not clear is whether Bellomo truly believed the two were attempting another escape when they were shot or whether, according to the prosecution argument, he shot them in cold blood as punishment for their earlier attempt. Bellomo was found guilty of the war crime in July 1945 and was executed by firing squad in September 1945.
There was then a gap of several months before the next prosecutions were held. In the three months between February and April 1946, ten trials were conducted at seven locations in Italy; the rest of 1946 saw 16 trials conducted in six locations. Only 13 trials took place in 1947. The causes of action were limited to offenses against British or Commonwealth prisoners of war, and the number of cases involving each issue is as follows:
Unlawful killing-26 Unlawful attempted killing-2 Unlawful wounding-3 Unlawful Ill-treatment2 1
